Report

MAKING
SUSTAINABILITY
EVERYONE’S
BUSINESS

An

&

initiative

Sustainability

S hapi ng a bette r w o r l d

Sustainability 100+ - Shaping a Better World is a
comprehensive, thought-provoking collaboration
launched by Anheuser-Busch InBev (AB InBev) and
Network18 that aims to unite companies, government
officials, visionaries, and public intellectuals in a shared
pursuit to build a cleaner and brighter planet that is
liveable for the next 100+ years and beyond.
As part of this unique initiative, we hosted two panel
discussions to uncover how we can ‘Accelerate India’s
Sustainable Development Goals’ and the steps we
need to take towards 'Making sustainability a reality'

Panel Discussion 1

Accelerating India’s
SDG Goals
The year 2020 has been a landmark year as the world united
in fighting a global health crisis. The pandemic propelled
the need for change, urging us to rethink our
lives and awakening our consciousness to
protect the planet and its depleting resources.
The year 2021 offers an opportunity to rebuild
a more sustainable world with environmental
resiliency and socio-economic balance as
the core to the recovery. With the aim to urge
collective action to restore our ecosystem,
AB InBev and Network18 recently launched
Sustainability 100+ - Shaping a Better World, a thought-provoking initiative
that brings together policymakers, companies, and other change-makers on
one platform to unearth actionable insights and deliver meaningful solutions.

The inaugural discussion of ‘The Sustainability 100 Plus Dialogues 2021’
was helmed by CNBC-TV18’s Shereen Bhan with an esteemed panel
comprising:

PRAKASH
JAVADEKAR

KARTIKEYA
SHARMA

DIVYA
SHARMA

Dr. LOPAMUDRA
PRIYADARSHINI

Minister of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change,

President-South Asia
Business, AB InBev

ED, The Climate
Group

GM Sustainability and
Community Relations,
Aditya Birla Group

One of the things that resonated across this panel was the need for
companies and policymakers alike to address rising environmental concerns
and take collective action to restore our ecosystem. While the Indian
government, through its many initiatives, is making impressive progress in
SDG implementation, companies too should be urged to step up by using
sustainability innovations and contribute to India’s SDG targets.
The panellists were united in the notion that sustainability needs to be a top
priority for all and creating a sustainable business framework could help
future-proof businesses in the long term. To ensure sustainability becomes a
habit, we need to be mindful of the resources we use, using fewer resources
to produce more, and replace them instead of creating wastage.
Companies can play a pivotal role in shaping a better world and make a
positive contribution in the realm of agriculture, water stewardship, circular
packaging and climate action by building ESG-compliant facilities and
bringing communities together.

Panel Discussion 2

Making Sustainability
a Reality
As humans, our resilience is consistently tested; be it financial crises or a
global pandemic. But while we make efforts to rebuild our lives, we often
neglect to protect the natural resources around us and a planet that’s
providing us sustenance. Being a bystander is no longer an option. It’s up to
us as a collective whole to work together to fuel the wellbeing of our planet
and make sustainability a reality.
With the aim to uncover how companies and communities alike can generate
more awareness on sustainability, and work together to fulfil the SDGs,

we hosted a second panel discussion for ‘The Sustainability 100+ Dialogues
2021’ on ‘Making Sustainability a Reality’, hosted by CNN-News18’s Anand
Narasimhan, where industry stalwarts shared insights into how they are
making sustainable practices at the core of their operations. The panel
comprised:

GAJENDRA
SHEKHAWAT
Ministry of Jal Shakti

DIA MIRZA

Actor & Producer, UN Environment
Goodwill Ambassador & UN
Secretary-General Advocate for
Sustainable Development Goals

ASHWIN KAK

Associate Director - Sustainability
& Agro Transformation, AB InBev
in India

Dr. SOORA
NARESH KUMAR

ABHISHEK
BANSAL

ANIRBAN
GHOSH

ARVIND
BODHANKAR

Professor, Environmental
Sciences and ICAR

Head of Sustainability,
Arvind

CSO, Mahindra Group

CSO, Ultratech Cement

India has the skill, the innovation, the science, and the resources to make
sustainability a reality, but we are still lagging behind other developed
nations. The core of this discussion was to uncover the potential India has in
preventing environmental damage to the planet and how we can come
together to maximise this potential in the most lucrative way.

With its current rank of 117 on the global SDG Index
India still has a long way to go in taking action on ensuring
renewable energy, water conservation and management, and sustainable
agriculture. While many states have revised their targets to 2024 from 2022,
a few regions and Union Territories have displayed confidence that they will
achieve the target by March 2021.
The panellists acknowledged that the government-led
Jal Jeevan Mission played a crucial role in achieving
the goal of providing water in every household, despite
the challenges brought on by COVID-19 and the
subsequent lockdown.
They also emphasised the need for deploying
technology-led sustainable solutions across
sectors like agriculture and also for water
conservation. For instance, AB InBev stated that
they have providing farmers access to information on weather, helping them
utilise technology - such as Internet of Things (IoT). While Ultratech Cement
contributed to reducing carbon emissions with its construction of Atal Tunnel
as it reduced travel time from 45 minutes to just 5-10 minutes."

Exclusive conversation with

Nitin Gadkari,
Minister of Road Transport
& Highways, & MSME

Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road Transport and Highways, and MSME, has
been a fervent proponent of an atmanirbhar bharat, consistently working
towards realising the government's vision for sustainable development. In an
exclusive conversation with CNN-News18 anchor Anand Narsimhan and
Kartikeya Sharma, President-South Asia Business, AB InBev, Gadkari spoke
about various sustainability initiatives of the government and the results of
implementing sustainable strategies such as bio-fuels, forest-based
products, and the solar charkha to boost sustainable growth and generate
employment opportunities for rural India.

We captured the key highlights of his conversation below:
On eliminating poverty & generating
employment opportunities
The government's mission is to eradicate poverty, for which we need to
leverage technology in rural agriculture and tribal India to create more
employment potential. In the handicraft sector, we are making non-toxic
wall paint using cow dung. It's free from heavy metals like lead, mercury,
chromium, arsenic, cadmium and others, and also contains anti-fungal
and anti-bacterial properties. The idea is to create more employment
potential in rural areas.

On technological
interventions
To accelerate global clean energy innovation, we are using many
technological instruments. For instance, we are making pellets from
biomass that are now being used for cooking thereby reducing pollution.
We are now making methanol, ethanol and bio-CNG. From five tons of
rice straw, we can make one ton of bio-compressed natural gas
(bio-CNG). Our idea is to make bio fuel to create employment potential in
rural areas. We are also saving sewage water and using it for power
generation. For example, in Nagpur we are recycling toilet water and
selling it the Maharashtra government getting 325 crore royalty per year.
We are attempting to get methane out of that water and bifurcate it to get
bio-CNG, so as to run all local transport on it. We have already converted
100 buses to bio-CNG, which were earlier on diesel.

On new
innovations
We aim to create affordable green energy, sustainable industry, innovation
and good infrastructure in rural, agriculture and tribal areas. The present
turnover of village industries is 80,000 crore and my mission is to make it
five lakh crore within two years. Our khadi denim is being used by
international brands such as Levi's, and we can even make phenyl from
cow urine.

Key highlights - Panel 1

How businesses can
accelerate sustainability
PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

We must inculcate the habit of
saving water because I believe that
saving water is generating water.
Therefore, saving water is the
virtue we must establish and
ingrain in everyone.

KARTIKEYA SHARMA

COVID-19 was a landmark
moment, where even during the
immense uncertainty it brought, we
were able to create the required
digital infrastructure and support
system for the farmers. It was
crucial for us to empower the

NITIN GADKARI

farmers and ensure that there is

Poverty is the biggest challenge

security of a farmer's produce.

we face to achieve our SDGs and
be sustainable; especially in rural
India. We need to develop more

Dr. LOPAMUDRA PRIYADARSHINI

employment opportunities to

Through our partnerships in

ensure per capita income

numerous communities, we are

increases.

trying to empower farmers by
turning them into entrepreneurs

DIVYA SHARMA

Not only is there pressure on
the businesses, but businesses
have the understanding and intent
to work towards sustainability.

and make them independent.

Key highlights - Panel 2

India’s sustainability
roadmap
GAJENDRA SHEKHAWAT

The country’s underground water
resources are an invisible source
of water and are not infinite. We
are working on aquifer recharging
for sustainable groundwater
management, which is being done
through aquifer mapping.

ASHWIN KAK

Sustainability is not always a cost
to our balance sheet; it’s also a
profitable venture. We must always
factor in the profitability aspect
while we work to achieve
sustainability “beyond compliance”
- but, benchmarked to global best
practices.

DIA MIRZA

India has already displayed that
we are capable of making the
transitions; we have already

ABHISHEK BANSAL

In terms of our footprint as a

doubled our renewables target by

country, we are still able to sustain

450GW, we are responsible for

our footprint within the limits of

putting together the solar alliance,

Earth regeneration capacity within

the coalition for disaster resilience

a year. We have not exceeded our

infrastructure, and we are leading

budget of environmental

the conversation on many things.

allowances.

Takeaways

Making sustainability
a reality together
PRAKASH JAVADEKAR
Sustainability is the catchword of

KARTIKEYA SHARMA
We have a coming-of-age moment

this generation. I think the Sustainability

here where organisations are agreeing that

100+ initiative is very important because I

they need to play a more proactive role in

believe that a continuous campaign of

engaging with stakeholders, society and

awareness is required. Unless we make a

build partnerships with communities; and

sustained effort to impress upon people

not just depend on the government to pave

that resources like water are finite and not

the way and enforce action.

unlimited, hence it's crucial that we use
them judiciously.
DIA MIRZA
What is most important to ensure
NITIN GADKARI

the success of the 17 goals is goal number

We need to tap into a knowledge

17, which is partnerships. Partnerships are

base that is driven by the usage of

everything and without it I don’t think any of

technology, innovations, science and other

the 17 goals will be achievable.

advancements because conversion of
knowledge into wealth is the future.
Appropriate leadership, vision, and
technology can change waste to wealth.

Dr. SOORMA KUMAR
We need to have farm-level and
village-level water harvesting, ponds. We
need to also have micro irrigation systems.
The nutrient use efficiency needs to be
improved. Technologies need to go to
farmers.

