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The launch of the Sustainability 100+ - Shaping a Better World by 
Anheuser-Busch InBev (AB InBev) and Network18 has paved the 
way for collaboration between states, the private and public sector. 
This platform is bringing together key opinion leaders from across the 
country to better understand the unique roles state governments play 
in designing, executing and monitoring the development of policies 
and interventions aimed at driving sustainable development.

The Champion State series kicked off with a round-table discussion 
focused on the state of Haryana and saw participation from notable sustainability 
champions working on integrated development solutions and innovations to accelerate 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in the region. Delving into a diverse 
range of topics from Haryana's sustainability vision, the role of corporates in driving 
this vision to make technology as an enabler of sustainable growth, the dialogue 
sparked the discovery and evaluation of new solutions to age-old problems.
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The Champion States series saw distinguished stakeholders and 

policymakers deliberate on fresh perspectives, disruptive 

approaches, and enduring innovations that are 

needed to change the future of sustainability 

in Haryana. 

Panelists uncovered roadblocks impeding the 

progress of the United Nation's Sustainable 

Development Goals in Haryana and arrived at 

avant-garde solutions to achieve Haryana's SDG 

Vision 2030 with support from the private sector 

and industries in the state.

Panel Discussion

The Sustainability 100+ Dialogues 2021’ 
– Haryana Roundtable



The panel comprised the following sustainability leaders:

AMITABH 
KANT
CEO, NITI Aayog

ABHINAV 
DANDONA
Regional Director- North 
India, AB InBev

VIKAS  
VERMA
Regional Head - North 
India, UNDP

MADHU
VERMA
Chief Economist, World 
Resources Institute India

ASHWANI 
PAHUJA
Chief Sustainability Officer 
and Executive 
Director-Manufacturing, 
Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Ltd

MINIYA 
CHATTERJI
CEO, Sustain Labs Paris

AKANKSHA 
SHARMA
Global Head- Social Impact 
& Sustainability, Sterlite 
Technologies Limited

Panelists echoed a common sentiment in reviewing Haryana's sustainability 

vision. Key stakeholders applauded Haryana on its progress in SDG 

implementation and acknowledged the exceptional management of 

challenges that the state tackled in its transition from heavy reliance on 

agriculture to a more diversified economy. 

Amitabh Kant, CEO NITI Aayog, shed light on the unique SDG India Index. 

The Index ranks Indian states based on their SDG performance annually, 

and has spurred healthy competition amongst states and UTs in the country. 



The SDG India Index is one of its kind and has been recognized as the 
world's first government-led formula to measure progress on the Sustainable 
Development Goals at the sub-national level. The Index has gone a long way 
in supporting a data-driven approach to identifying best practices in priority 
areas and achieve India's larger sustainability ambition. 

The round-table discussion further drew focus on the localization of SDGs as 
a key driver to fulfill India's sustainability objectives. A contextualized 
mechanism, to enable seamless coordination and monitoring of the SDGs 
across various levels of India's federal framework, emerged as the need of 
the hour. The panel expounded that this framework would play the 
imperative role of strengthening ownership and commitment of stakeholders 
involved.

Corporates also play an increasingly important role in building sustainable 
resilience (please confirm terminology). By assisting the public sector and 
governments by harnessing science and technology to address modern-day 

challenges in water, sanitation, waste management, public health, etc., the 

private sector is taking Centre-stage to steer sustainable development 

globally. In India, while large scale corporations are already making strides in 

adopting sustainable business practices, there is growing focus and 

expectation from small and medium enterprises to invest in and embrace 
technological innovations that enable sustainability across their value chain.



Quotes

   Haryana is a fast-developing, 
specialised SDG-oriented 
institution to effectively localise the 
SDGs. The state has done some 
outstanding work to converge 
SDGs along with the budget.

AMITABH KANT

   Haryana was the first state to get 
off the blocks to achieve SDGs 
back in 2016. The vision 2030 
document was readily adopted and 
actions were taken to integrate the 
SDGs and identify budget areas. 
While there are still areas that 
need improvement, Haryana 
emerged as a front runner in 7 
goals of the SDG Index.

VIKAS VERMA

Haryana has taken the lead in providing a conducive policy 
framework and implementing solutions in the agriculture domain. 
They are also including people in making contributions to the 
overall progress, thereby ensuring a participatory mechanism 
that could prove greatly beneficial.

MADHU VERMA

   For us, sustainability is not just 
another KPI; it's ingrained in the 
way we do business. In our 
commitment towards sustainability, 
we are also working toward 
acquiring solar panels and using 
renewable energy sources in 
Haryana, among other regions 
across the country. Plus, 98 
percent of the bottles we use are 
returnable. We have also partnered 
with startups and other firms to 
help upskill farmers; teaching them 
how to use technology to better 
their craft. 

ABHINAV DANDONA



Takeaways

           Haryana's model of SDG-linked 

budget is unique. It's among the rare states 

to have organised sensitisation 

programmes for official up to the panchayat 

level. In 2021, Haryana will see a marked 

difference in fulfilling these goals.

           Although Haryana has taken some 

proactive steps in integrating technology to 

promote women entrepreneurship and 

digital literacy, it needs to boost its start-up 

ecosystem and foster collaboration for 

innovations to address some of the major 

issues it's facing.

           Some of the larger corporate entities 

can be role models to SMBs teaching them 

to deploy sustainable solutions and set 

data-based targets to track their 

sustainability performance.

          Most of our sustainable initiatives are 

centred on communities. We are working 

with women to improve their livelihood, and 

we're also implementing several water 

initiatives across multiple states. True 

transformation can take place only by 

ingraining sustainability in a holistic way.

AMITABH KANT ABHINAV DANDONA

AKANKSHA SHARMA
MINIYA CHATTERJI


