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The launch of the Sustainability 100+ - Shaping a Better World by 
Anheuser-Busch InBev (AB InBev) and Network18 has paved the 
way for collaboration between states, the private and public sector. 
This platform brings together key opinion leaders from across the 
country to better understand the unique roles state governments play 
in designing, executing, and monitoring policies and interventions 
aimed at driving sustainable development.

As part of the initiative, The Sustainability 100+ platform kicked off a 
Champion States series, which began with a Haryana Roundtable featuring notable 
policymakers and sustainability leaders who delved into Haryana’s sustainability vision 
and its progress in fulfilling the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

The spotlight shifted to Telangana, home to 37 million people. Telangana has been at 
the forefront in ensuring water conservation and improving water management. The 
roundtable discussed how the state improved its water condition and strategies that 
corporates adopted to implement water-efficient systems that benefit operations and 
communities.
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Telangana has made great strides towards achieving its sustainability goals 

and has become a frontrunner in solving issues related to 

clean water, sanitation, and the environment. The 

state has been recognized by Sustainable 

Development Report India for providing clean 

drinking water to 100% of the rural population 

through piped water supply. Overall, the state 

has moved to sixth position in the SDG India 

Index 2020-21 report released by Niti Aayog. 

The government has also introduced several 

initiatives focused on irrigation, sanitation and clean 

drinking water and aims to revive some of the old river systems, the canal 

systems and lakes and ponds. 

The roundtable discussion saw eminent panellists deliberate on the state’s 

programs that address various water-related challenges- improving water 

quality, access, and infrastructure and suggested disruptive approaches and 

breakthrough innovations in sustaining these changes.
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Among the panellists were:

GIRISH 
MOHAN
Regional Manager – South, 
Social Investments ITC Ltd

PETER 
BETZEL
CEO & Chief Sustainability 
Officer, IKEA

NITU 
NARULA
CSR lead, Microsoft IDC

VIKAS 
KATARIA
Director Resource 
Mobilisation, WaterAid

S NARSING 
RAO
Principal Secretary to K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, the 
chief minister of Telangana

ISHANK 
GUPTA
Regional Sales Director - 
Central (East and West) 
South Asia, 
Anheuser-Busch InBev

Mr S Narsing Rao made the opening remarks on how the state provides clean 

drinking water through its various flagship programs, including Mission 

Bhagiratha and Kalishwaram. These projects address the issues of irrigation 

and depleting surface and groundwater, which threaten basic sanitation needs 

and the livelihood of millions of families dependent on farming.

Initiatives for Sustainable Development



The roundtable also drew focus to the business models of large 

organisations that are working towards achieving their sustainability 

ambitions. Whether it is the use of technology or collaborating with the 

state government and communities, the panellists echoed the sentiment of 

protecting the water resources and empowering individuals for a better 

livelihood.

Companies are leveraging technology to improve water availability and 

quality in high-stress communities. Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 

pandemic, people have been working from home, which is a step towards 

reducing both the carbon and water footprints. The private and government 

sectors are working together to create an inclusive ecosystem that 

holistically ingrains sustainability and promotes recycling and reuse.

Driving Sustainability with Technological Innovations



Quotes

We have taken a very prestigious program called Haritha Haram across the state to 
both rejuvenate and improve the reserve forest and outside the forest area. In the last 
six years, we have planted 216 crore plants both in and outside the forest. Our 
endeavour now is to intensify this and make it a people-centric program

S NARSING RAO

As agriculture happens to be a major source of livelihood, we decided to focus on water 
as one component and work on the other components of livelihood, like social forestry. 
The approach we have taken is to include all the stakeholders together and 
complement the government efforts

GIRISH MOHAN

We have been giving ourselves three major goals, and this also applies to India. The 
first one is, we would like to inspire and enable more than one billion people around the 
world and some hundred million people in India to live a more sustainable and more 
healthy life. Second, we would like to have a positive carbon footprint by investing a lot 
in renewable energy. Three, we also would like to create and have a positive impact on 
the unfair inclusive social life for the many people around where we're operating

PETER BETZEL

If there is any third world war which is going to happen, it's going to happen around 
water, because we all keep on saying that water is everywhere but is it so? No. Only 
one and a half per cent of the global water is available for drinking water purposes, 
per se

VIKAS KATARIA

A lot of people have lost their jobs. There's a big commitment around to provide digital 
skills, and, as part of CSR, we want to give what we know. So, we are saying that a big 
thing that's going on is the skilling side. There's a big effort going on the empowerment 
and inclusion side

NITU NARULA

Our breweries are a crucial part of our business, and we follow a rigorous 3R principle - 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. We work tirelessly towards minimising the consumption of 
water and maximise the reuse and the recyclability

ISHANK GUPTA



           We'd like to make the entire 36-37 

million population a part of this exercise on 

the conservation of natural resources and 

efficiently utilising them so that the 

degradation doesn't take place in the years 

to come.

           We see three major risks as a 

company. They also apply for India. The 

first one is unsustainable consumption of 

all our resources, they go beyond the 

boundary of our planet. We are using two 

times our planet resources and even more 

and that includes water.

           We are trying our best to make sure 

that we keep the community at the forefront 

of the measures that we do to make sure 

that not only us but also the communities 

around us thrive and flourish for the next 

hundred years and beyond.

S NARSING RAO ISHANK GUPTA

PETER BETZEL
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