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KARNATAKA IS 
CHAMPIONING 
CIRCULARITY WITH 
RETHINK, REDUCE, 
REUSE & RECYCLE

The launch of the Sustainability 100+ - Shaping a Better World by 
Anheuser-Busch InBev (AB InBev) and Network18 has paved the 
way for collaboration between states, the private, and the public 
sector. This platform brings together key opinion leaders from across 
the country to better understand the unique roles state governments 
play in designing, executing, and monitoring the policies and 
interventions aimed towards sustainable development.

As part of the initiative, The Sustainability 100+ platform kicked off a 
'Champion States' series, which began with the Haryana Roundtable featuring notable 
policymakers and sustainability leaders who delved into the state's sustainability vision 
and its progress in fulfilling the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 
especially under smart agriculture. The spotlight then shifted to Telangana and 
Maharashtra, where panellists from diverse fields explored initiatives, achievements 
and policies in water stewardship and climate action, respectively. The focus then 
shifted to Karnataka. 
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It is time for India to ramp up its waste management initiatives and move 

towards a circular economy, built on the ideology of reducing, reuse and 

recycling rather than the ‘take-make-dispose’ concept. State governments, 

NGOs, innovators, and individuals should concentrate their efforts and 

design innovative solutions to tackle waste in this effort. 

In this endeavour, Karnataka, the fourth champion state, is taking concrete 

steps towards achieving essential goals around circular packaging. The 

discussion shed light on how the sustainability torchbearers are setting an 

example in implementing robust waste management strategies in India. 
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From sourcing to final consumption & beyond

In his opening comments, Pai praised the political will towards achieving 

sustainable goals set forth by the United Nations. He also highlighted how 

corporates were increasingly taking Environmental, Social, and Governance 

(ESG) parameters with great concern.

The panel echoed Sodhi's compelling points, who underlined that to be 

genuinely sustainable, one must infuse best practices at every point in the 

product cycle—right from sourcing materials to its final consumption. Also, 

the industry stalwarts discussed the use and benefits of circular packaging 

material, along with some current challenges faced in completing the cycle.

The plastic debate
Speaking about packaging materials, Sharma emphasised on AB InBev’s 

principle of 4 Rs-Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle and pointed at the 

company’s achievements in circular packaging with returnable containers 

and reusable wrappers. Meanwhile, Almack further shed light on the informal 

waste collection industry through kabadiwalas and scrap shops, terming 

them the backbone of a cyclical economy. 

The panellists were further united by the idea of sustainability that uplifts all 

sections of the society instead of benefitting only a few. It was unanimous 

that sustainability must be affordable and accessible for its benefits to indeed 

permeate across all boards.

As the discussion progressed, the panellists  observed that the narrative of 

'cleaner is not expensive' will help promulgate the regulation of industrial 

wastes, while policy changes that incentivise sustainability will help 

corporates take the green efforts forward in a more efficient manner.



The corporate leaders at the roundtable concurred that responsible business 
practices were necessary and a mandatory requirement for the progress of 
sustainable development. Panellists noted that the future of international 
trade and capital markets favoured companies that are ESG compliant 
through access to more expansive debt pools and higher equity stock prices.

Bhandari highlighted that a company's energy costs were higher in India than 

nearly anywhere else in the world. Reducing the carbon footprint through 

sustainable innovations, thus, becomes more than necessary to balance the 

country's energy availability with its consumption. Innovations in solar energy 

and fuel cells continue to show promise towards this end.

It was unanimous that all innovations geared towards sustainability must 
stand the test of time to benefit future generations. They must be truly 
integrated with our social, physical, and economic environment to succeed.

Indeed, India is noted to have a very high recycling rate in comparison to the 

global benchmarks. The fast rate of urbanisation and the resultant demand for 
consumable products put significant strain and onus on plastic manufacturers 
to maintain supply and quality.

Dr Joshi further advocated the proper use of plastics while propounding 
eliminating  problematic or unnecessary variants through redesign and 

innovation. It was highlighted that all plastics were to be 100% reusable, 

recyclable or compostable in practice, while India works on the Prime 
Minister's commitment to phase out single-use variants by 2022.

Driving Sustainability with ESG compliance 
and Technological Innovations



Quotes

   Sustainability must be both 
environment-friendly and 
affordable if you want a mass 
movement. Indian masses are 
lower-middle-class; they want 
affordable solutions. You can't say 
that your packaging is sustainable 
and charge a 40-50% premium. 
Doing so will only reach 0.001% of 
the population, and that is not 
sustainable.

R.S SODHI

   We cannot solve this problem 
individually. Working with 
like-minded partners and 
innovative startups to 
commercialise and drive circularity 
will help us see beyond the usual 
ways. We don't just make 
sustainability a part of our 
business; we make it our business, 
period

VINEET SHARMA

   The old way of doing things 
cannot go on, and we must 
change. We must take 
responsibility for our actions and 
reduce our consumption to live a 
better quality, sustainable life. We 
must invest in the success of the 
circular packaging economy while 
creating a just society to ensure 
that the impact of change does not 
affect the vulnerable.

TV MOHANDAS PAI

   Civil societies of Karnataka and 
various non-profit organisations 
have played a huge role by moving 
courts and helping us achieve this 
level of sustainability. But there is 
still a long way to go; we must 
improve further on the state's clean 
water, sanitation, climate change, 
and life on land indicators as well.

BHARGAVI S. RAO



Quotes

   If we have to see things in 
totality, we must focus on longevity 
and research on the long-term 
impacts of a particular industry. 
When you look at sustainability, 
you have to look into every aspect 
of it. Ask: What is the impact going 
to be on rural populations? Do we 
have a plan for them? What are the 
problems going to be 20 years 
from now?

DR VIBHA DHAWAN

   The question of sustainability is 
not as simple. For a country like 
India, where energy availability is 
also an issue, we cannot go to 
someone who doesn't have 
electricity and say that you can't 
have electricity or someone who 
uses a scooter to say you can't 
have a four-wheeler tomorrow. We 
have to balance energy availability 
with energy sustainability. It is on 
this particular bridge where 
companies like Thermax have a 
big role to play and take India to 
the future of sustainability.

ASHISH BHANDARI

   In the next decade, necessity will 
drive so much more momentum 
towards the success of this circular 
economy. If you look at scientific 
papers on the climate crisis, you'll 
see that we need to reduce our 
CO2 emissions as a globe by 7% 
each year until we reach a net 
zero. The decision to transition 
away from fossil-fuel based to 
recyclable plastics is, in particular, 
the lowest-hanging fruit to lower 
our emissions." 

ANDREW ALMACK

   Plastics today are the most used, 
as well as the most abused 
material. There is a saying in the 
plastic industry: 'Plastics do not 
litter, people do'. We must promote 
the correct use of plastics - 
elimination of plastics developed 
through the consumption of finite 
sources must be replaced with 
recyclable, redesigned, and 
compostable plastics. We are 
seeing great efforts by companies 
and startups in this field. The 
movement has begun, and it will 
continue to gather steam.

DR SAMEER JOSHI



Takeaways

           If you look across India, it is a 

mosaic but the whole of India is going 

forward and that’s because the political will 

is extremely good. If you look at all the 

goals that have been laid down by the UN, 

you will find out that on a large number of 

them there is progress, there are policies 

put into place. The corporate sector is 

playing a great role. A lot of corporates are 

publishing ESG reports with a lot of 

enthusiasm.

           We are continuously exploring 

innovative solutions to maximise the 

utilisation of waste and increase recycled 

content in our packaging solutions. Almost 

98% of our glass bottles are returnable and 

cans are made from almost 76% of 

recycled content. We have achieved some 

successful pilots as well in which we are 

converting barley straw to packaging 

material

TV MOHANDAS PAI VINEET SHARMA


